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Abstract: Due to the growth of global economy and the progress of sci & tech, the ability of 
innovation and entrepreneurship has become an important driving force for social progress. As an 
important institution for talent training, universities should carry out innovation and 
entrepreneurship education (IEE) as one of their important tasks. As an important part of tertiary 
education, IEE plays an important role in cultivating students' innovative thinking, entrepreneurial 
awareness and entrepreneurial ability. However, there are still many problems and challenges in 
IEE in universities. In this article, the development status and practical exploration of IEE in 
universities in the new era are deeply studied, the problems and challenges in the emerging stage 
are summarized, and the corresponding countermeasures and suggestions are put forward. These 
suggestions cover strengthening top-level design, deepening curriculum reform, strengthening 
teacher training and introduction, and improving the cooperation mechanism in 
Industry-University-Research, which provides a useful reference for promoting the further growth 
of IEE. 

1. Introduction 
With the continuous growth of global economy and the continuous progress of sci & tech, the 

ability of innovation and entrepreneurship has become an important driving force to promote 
economic growth and social progress. In the new era, universities, as the talent training base for 
future social growth, shoulder the important mission of cultivating entrepreneurship talents [1]. In 
today's society, the prosperity of economy and the progress of sci & tech put forward higher 
requirements for talents. As an important part of tertiary education, IEE plays an important role in 
cultivating students' innovative thinking, entrepreneurial awareness and entrepreneurial ability [2]. 
However, there are still many problems and challenges in IEE in universities. First of all, the 
educational concept is relatively backward. Some universities lack advanced educational concepts 
and ideas in IEE, which cannot meet the needs of the new era. Secondly, there is a shortage of 
teachers. The lack of professional teachers with entrepreneurial experience and entrepreneurial 
ability limits the in-depth growth of IEE [3]. In addition, the curriculum is unreasonable. Some 
universities lack systematicness and scientificity in setting up entrepreneurship courses, which 
affects the quality of education. 

Students need practical opportunities to exercise their innovative and entrepreneurial abilities, 
but at present many universities lack corresponding practical platforms [4]. Through in-depth 
understanding and analysis of the development status and practical exploration of IEE in 
universities in the new era, we can better grasp the current trend and direction of education, find out 
the existing shortcomings and problems, and put forward corresponding countermeasures and 
suggestions, so as to promote the reform of tertiary education and improve the quality of personnel 
training [5]. In this article, the development status and practical exploration of IEE in universities in 
the new era are deeply studied, and corresponding countermeasures and suggestions are put forward 
to provide useful reference for promoting the further growth of IEE. These countermeasures and 
suggestions not only help to improve the quality of education and the level of personnel training in 
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universities, but also help to promote the employment and entrepreneurship of graduates, promote 
economic and social growth and improve the quality of university education. 

2. Overview of IEE 
IEE aims to cultivate students' innovative thinking, entrepreneurial awareness and 

entrepreneurial ability, and improve their comprehensive quality and social competitiveness. Its 
core lies in stimulating students' creativity and innovative spirit, and cultivating high-quality talents 
with innovative thinking and entrepreneurial ability through practice [6]. From the connotation 
point of view, IEE includes two levels: innovation and entrepreneurship. Innovation refers to the 
stage of creating new values and benefits by introducing new ideas, new methods and new 
technologies. Entrepreneurship is a stage of realizing economic and social benefits by establishing 
or expanding enterprises, undertakings or social organizations. Therefore, IEE not only emphasizes 
the cultivation of innovative thinking and spirit, but also gives priority to the improvement of 
entrepreneurial awareness and entrepreneurial ability. 

In the new era, with the acceleration of economic globalization and scientific and technological 
progress, the demand for high-quality talents with innovative spirit and entrepreneurial ability is 
more urgent. Therefore, it is of great significance for universities to carry out IEE. First of all, IEE 
is conducive to promoting economic growth. IEE are important forces to promote economic and 
social growth. By cultivating students' innovative thinking and entrepreneurial ability, more 
entrepreneurship talents can be cultivated, which will inject new vitality and motivation into 
economic growth [7]. Secondly, IEE is conducive to improving the quality of tertiary education. By 
introducing IEE, universities can change the traditional education mode, give priority to cultivating 
students' practical ability and innovative spirit, and improve the quality of education and the level of 
personnel training [8]. Finally, IEE is conducive to promoting employment and entrepreneurship. 
With the expansion of university enrollment and the increase of the quantity of graduates, the 
employment pressure is increasing. Through IEE, we can cultivate students' entrepreneurial 
awareness and ability, encourage university students to start their own businesses, and ease the 
employment pressure. 

3. Necessity of developing IEE in universities in the new era 
(1) Adapt to the trend of economic growth 
With the continuous growth of the global economy, IEE have become an important driving force 

to promote economic growth and social progress [9]. In this new era, universities, as an important 
base for talent training, must closely combine the economic growth trend and cultivate high-quality 
talents with innovative spirit and entrepreneurial ability. Only in this way can we better meet the 
social demand for entrepreneurship talents and make greater contributions to promoting economic 
growth and scientific and technological progress. 

(2) Improve the quality of education 
IEE is not only an important way to cultivate entrepreneurship talents, but also an important 

force to promote the reform of tertiary education. The traditional education mode gives priority to 
imparting knowledge and theoretical teaching, but ignores the cultivation of students' practical 
ability and innovative spirit. By developing IEE, universities can change this situation, give priority 
to cultivating students' practical ability, innovative spirit and entrepreneurial ability, and improve 
the quality of education and the level of personnel training. 

(3) Relieve employment pressure 
With the expansion of university enrollment and the increase of the quantity of graduates, the 

employment pressure is increasing. The growth of IEE can not only cultivate students' 
entrepreneurial awareness and ability, but also encourage university students to start their own 
businesses and relieve employment pressure. Through IEE, universities can provide students with 
practical platforms and entrepreneurial resources, help students turn innovation achievements into 
entrepreneurial projects, and promote entrepreneurship to drive employment. 
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4. Development status of IEE 
(1)IEE system is becoming more and more perfect. 
With the increasing emphasis on IEE in universities, the IEE system in China is becoming more 

and more perfect. Universities generally set up entrepreneurship courses, and gradually formed a 
complete curriculum system. In addition, some universities have also established innovation and 
entrepreneurship universities, which have strengthened the professional construction of IEE. 

(2) The forms of IEE are diversified 
In the stage of developing IEE, universities are constantly exploring new forms of education. In 

addition to the traditional classroom teaching, innovation and entrepreneurship competition, 
entrepreneurship salon, entrepreneurship training and other forms have been introduced to enable 
students to have a deeper understanding of innovation and entrepreneurship practice. 

(3)IEE resources are constantly enriched 
In order to improve the quality of IEE, universities continue to enrich IEE resources. On the one 

hand, actively introduce entrepreneurs and investors with rich entrepreneurial experience as 
distinguished professor to provide students with more practical guidance on innovation and 
entrepreneurship; On the other hand, universities cooperate with enterprises, research institutes and 
other institutions to build innovation and entrepreneurship practice bases and sci & tech parks to 
provide students with a broader platform for innovation and entrepreneurship practice. 

(4) Problems and challenges in IEE 
However, there are still some problems and challenges in IEE in universities. First of all, the 

educational concept lags behind. Some universities lack advanced educational concepts and ideas in 
IEE, which cannot meet the needs of the new era. Secondly, there is a shortage of teachers. The lack 
of professional teachers with entrepreneurial experience and ability limits the in-depth growth of 
IEE. In addition, the curriculum is unreasonable. Some universities lack systematicness and 
scientificity in setting up entrepreneurship courses, which affects the quality of education. Finally, 
the practice platform is missing. Students need practical opportunities to exercise their innovative 
and entrepreneurial abilities, but at present, many universities lack corresponding practical 
platforms. 

5. Strategies of developing IEE in universities in the new era 
(1) update the educational concept and improve the IEE system. 
In the new era, universities should update their educational concepts, take IEE as the core, and 

improve the educational system. First of all, we should establish an educational concept oriented to 
innovation and entrepreneurship, and run IEE through the whole stage of talent training. Secondly, 
we should establish a perfect curriculum system and give priority to cultivating students' innovative 
thinking, entrepreneurial awareness and entrepreneurial ability. Moreover, it is needed to integrate 
IEE into various disciplines in combination with professional characteristics to realize 
interdisciplinary exchanges and cooperation. 

(2) Strengthen the construction of instructional staff and improve teachers' innovative and 
entrepreneurial ability. 

Universities should strengthen the construction of instructional staff and improve teachers' 
innovative and entrepreneurial ability. On the one hand, it is needed to introduce teachers with 
entrepreneurial experience and entrepreneurial ability to serve as lecturers of entrepreneurship 
courses and provide targeted guidance to students. On the other hand, teachers should be 
encouraged to participate in the practice of IEE, and their practical ability and innovative 
consciousness should be improved. In addition, entrepreneurs and investors can be hired as 
distinguished professor to provide students with more practical guidance on IEE. 

(3) Deepening curriculum reform 
Universities should deepen curriculum reform and give priority to cultivating students' 

innovative thinking and entrepreneurial ability. In the course setting, we should give priority to 
systematicness and scientificity, and increase the proportion of practical courses and project courses. 
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In teaching methods, we should adopt diversified teaching methods, such as case analysis, group 
discussion, role-playing, etc., to stimulate students' interest in learning and creativity. Moreover, we 
should give priority to the cooperation with enterprises and research institutes to jointly develop 
courses and projects to improve the practicality and pertinence of courses. See Figure 1 for the IEE 
system of universities. 

 
Figure 1 IEE system in universities 

(4) Strengthen the construction of practice platform. 
Universities should strengthen the construction of practice platform to provide students with a 

broader space for entrepreneurship. On the one hand, practice bases or science parks can be 
established in schools to provide practice places and equipment for students. On the other hand, we 
can cooperate with enterprises, research institutes and other institutions to build a practice base or 
an integrated platform in Industry-University-Research, so as to provide students with practical 
opportunities closer to reality. In addition, students can be organized to participate in 
entrepreneurship competitions, entrepreneurship salons and other activities to improve their 
practical ability and innovation awareness. 

(5) Establish a diversified assessment mechanism. 
In order to ensure the quality and effect of IEE, universities should establish a diversified 

assessment mechanism to promote the continuous improvement of IEE. In the assessment content, 
we should give priority to the cultivation and improvement of students' innovative thinking, 
entrepreneurial awareness and entrepreneurial ability. In terms of assessment methods, we should 
adopt a combination of various assessment methods, such as questionnaire survey, field 
investigation and project assessment. In terms of assessment criteria, we should give priority to the 
principle of combining quantitative and qualitative assessment and establish a scientific assessment 
index system. In addition, the assessment results should be fed back to teachers and students in time, 
so as to adjust and improve teaching strategies and programs in time. See Figure 2 for the IEE 
assessment system. 

 
Figure 2 IEE assessment system 
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6. Conclusions 
In the new era, developing IEE in universities is one of the important ways to cultivate 

high-quality talents. This article discusses IEE from three aspects: the overview, the development 
status and the strategies of developing IEE in universities in the new era. Through the in-depth 
understanding of IEE and the analysis of its present situation, this article puts forward a series of 
strategies and suggestions for developing IEE in universities in the new era. These strategies 
include renewing educational ideas, strengthening the construction of instructional staff, deepening 
curriculum reform, strengthening the construction of practice platform, perfecting policy support 
system and establishing diversified assessment mechanism. It is hoped that through the 
implementation of these measures, the continuous improvement and growth of IEE in universities 
will be promoted. 
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